Volume 5, Issue 9| August 2026

HOPE ¥

SCHOLARSHIP

WEST VIHGINIA

Newsletter

A Back-to-School Message from
West Virginia State Treasurer Larry Pack

We are excited to welcome thousands of new and
returning families to the Hope Scholarship Program
for the 2026-2027 school year. For the first time this
school year, eligibility is expanded for the Program.
Students who were currently outside the public
school system were required to enroll in public
schools for 45 days to be eligible for the Hope
Scholarship. Now, all students who wish to find a
different path other than the public school system
can participate in the Hope Scholarship. What an
exciting time.

Five years ago, | was serving in the House of
Delegates when we passed the Hope Scholarship
Act. In 2021, that momentous legislation set the standard for a movement that has
swept across the country. Since West Virginia made students and education
freedom a priority, nearly 20 states have followed our lead. This movement was led
by parents who were concerned that their children were not getting the education
that would best suit their unique needs. | can tell you from my travels around the
state, Hope Scholarship is having a tremendous impact. The stories we have heard
and the passion we have seen from parents are unrivaled.

We met with a grandmother in Bluefield, overwhelmed with joy when she found out
about the program. She was able to send her grandkids to a school that aligned with
her beliefs. Without the Hope Scholarship, that would not have been possible. A
mother in Greenbrier County spoke to us about her two daughters coming out of
their shells both personally and academically after being able to use Hope
Scholarship funding on different forms of education. They have learned unique skills
that will help them as they grow up. We have had great discussions with the
Wheeling Diocese about the impact the program is having on their schools, and we
are seeing new private school options expand across the state. Choice is expanding
and that is a great thing for West Virginia. At the end of the day, education is about a



parent figuring out what is the pathway for their child. Next to their faith journey,
there is no more important effort.

Seeing the program nearly double in participation is a true indicator of the impact
and popularity of the Hope Scholarship Program in West Virginia. Our team has
been working to ensure these students get the proper resources to tailor their
education towards their unique needs. Our goal is that West Virginia will continue to
lead the nation in education innovation as we continue to build the program. Every
child deserves a shot at a bright future — and that’s what the Hope Scholarship
offers. I am thrilled to welcome you to the program for this upcoming school year.

My team is looking forward to another successful year as we work diligently to
operate the program! If you have any suggested improvements to the Hope
Scholarship Program, please don’t hesitate to contact my Office.

Sincerely,

Larry Pack

West Virginia State Treasurer
Chairman, Hope Scholarship Board

First Quarterly Funding Distribution
Available in August

All applications must be in an Approved status by

August 1 to receive the first quarterly funding ~

distribution for the 2026-27 school year. State ‘
Y

Treasurer Pack announced Hope Scholarship
students will receive first quarterly funds
distributed to their accounts two days ahead of
schedule on Thursday, August 13.

As a reminder, the next quarterly funding will take place on October 15 for all
applications in the status Approved by October 1.

For more information on the Hope Scholarship Quarterly Funding Policy, please
click HERE.

Reminder: Make Your IIP Pathway or
School Selection in the Hope Scholarship
Online Portal

All students must select either IIP Pathway or choose a school in the Hope
Scholarship online portal annually to indicate their student’s educational pathway.
Your selection does not carry forward from year to year. Click on the video below for
instructions on how to complete this process. Please make sure you select the
correct school and city location. Once you select the school from the drop-down list,
the school will complete your student’s enroliment information in the portal.


https://wvtreasury.gov/About/Press-Releases/details/treasurer-pack-announces-early-quarterly-funding-distribution-to-hope-scholarship-students-for-2026-2027-school-year
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https://hopescholarshipwv.gov/Portals/HopeScholarship/content/Documents/board/Quarterly-Funding-Policy.pdf
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If your student participated in the Hope Scholarship Program during the 2025-26
school year, the school selection on the 2026-27 school year application will update
in the “My School” (blue tile) on the account dashboard when the student’s account
receives their first scholarship payment for the 2026-27 school year.

Important Reminder:
Pay Tuition and Fees

To apply Hope Scholarship funds toward your student’s tuition and fees for the
2026-27 school year, you must access your Hope online portal account and go to
the My School tile after each quarterly funding event. Please see the helpful video
below.
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Hope Scholarship Portal Tips

Helpful guides and videos are available on the Hope Scholarship website under the
Parents/Students tab to assist with navigating the Hope Scholarship Portal. As the


https://share.descript.com/view/hyImxm2mEg4
https://share.descript.com/view/hyImxm2mEg4
https://share.descript.com/view/MC5GB80jUPH
https://share.descript.com/view/MC5GB80jUPH

2026-27 school year begins, please review the resources for Hope Scholarship
portal navigation. For further assistance, please contact the Hope Engagement
Center at 681-999-HOPE (4673) or help@hopescholarshipwv.com.

Helpful Resources

Outschool Learning Passport Updates

o BEo The West Virginia Hope Scholarship Program is excited to
L W announce additional classes available with our Outschool
ﬂ partnership. Outschool is an innovative education platform
offering live, small-group, online classes across a wide
range of subjects. It currently offers more than 140,000 live
online classes to over 1.5 million students nationwide.

Outschool will be offering Learning Passports for sale in the
Hope Scholarship online portal Marketplace. These
Learning Passports are non-transferable Outschool credits which are tied to the
eligible Hope Scholarship student and can only be used for state-approved
Outschool classes for that specific student. If a student leaves the Hope Scholarship
Program at any time, their remaining Outschool balance will be returned to the state.
Outschool Learning Passports will be available in increments of $50, $100 and
$200. Students may have a maximum of $500 in Outschool credits in their
Outschool account at any given time. In the rare event that a student has an
educational need to have more than $500 in their Outschool account at one time,
the Hope Scholarship account holder may email Board staff at
hopescholarshipwv@wvsto.gov to request an exception to the limit.

For the 2026 -27 school year, the Hope Scholarship Outschool catalog will also
include early education classes for ages 5 and up along with certain courses under
the Life Skills category. For detailed information on how this process works and a list
of general categories of Outschool classes approved for use with Learning Passport
funds, please review the Outschool resource document found HERE.

Hope Scholarship FAQ

Question: Can my student attend a virtual
public charter school or a virtual school
program offered by a county board of education
as a full-time student and still participate in
Hope Scholarship since they are being
educated at home?

Answer: No, your student cannot participate in the
Hope Scholarship Program if they are enrolled in ‘
public school. Although your student may be at

home while they are participating in the virtual

program being offered by the charter school or the county board of education, they
are still enrolled full time in a West Virginia public school, and you are not being
charged for their participation in the virtual program. A student may not be enrolled
full time in a West Virginia public school and still receive the Hope Scholarship.


mailto:help@hopescholarshipwv.com
https://hopescholarshipwv.gov/Home/Parents-Students
mailto:hopescholarshipwv@wvsto.gov
https://hopescholarshipwv.gov/Portals/HopeScholarship/content/Documents/Outschool-Learning-Passport-Instruction-Guide.pdf?ver=735KOG1gptfdLJkL0jWvfg%3d%3d

There are currently two statewide virtual public charter schools: Virtual Preparatory
Academy of West Virginia and West Virginia Virtual Academy. For the most updated
information and comprehensive list of all West Virginia public charter schools,
please visit the list provided by the West Virginia Professional Charter School Board
on their website HERE.

For more information regarding public school enrollment and Hope Scholarship,
please click HERE.

Important Upcoming Dates

August 1, 2026: Last day for Hope NOIs or 2025-26
academic progress to be recorded by the County Boards

of Education to receive quarterly funding by early funding MARK YOUR
date of August 13 CALENDAR

August 11, 2026: Webinar for New Hope Scholarship
Families with online portal demonstration at 6 p.m.
LINK: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/83451821473

August 13, 2026: TheoPay Special Edition Newsletter
August 13, 2026: First quarterly funding for 2026-27

September 15, 2026: Deadline for the 75% funding window for new applications
submitted after June 16, 2026

September 16, 2026: First day of the 50% funding window for the 2026-27 school
year

October 1, 2026: Last day for Hope NOIs to be recorded by the County Boards of
Education to receive a quarterly funding distribution in October

October 15, 2026: Second quarterly funding for the 2026-27

Fraud and Abuse Reporting

If you are aware of any person who has abused the use of their Hope Scholarship
funds or has committed fraud or attempted to commit fraud involving Hope
Scholarship funds, you can file a report on the Hope Scholarship website. Click on
the link below to report fraud or abuse.
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